


AWAM = Amount of water absorbed by mass; AWAV = Amount of water.
AWAVa–12 kg =  Amount of water absorbed by volume of straw, adjusted to account for baling, based on the equivalent of a 12 kg bale.

CA
N

O
LA

 S
TR

AW

Characteristics 	– Coarse straw
	– Good insulation

Yield 1.0 tonne/ha

Absorption

AWAM
(g/g)

AWAV
(g/ml)

AWAVa–12 kg
(l/vol 12 kg bale)

Unchopped canola 4.1 0.11 49

Chopped canola 3.2 0.12 38

Availability   Varies according to crops grown in the region

Considerations 	– It may contain mold and residue from the soil, depending on field 
conditions during the harvest

Canola is a crop that grows in cool climates and is resistant to drought but less tolerant of excess moisture. The 
bedding produced from it resembles a cross between cereal straw and wood chips. Since its stalks are coarse, it 
should ideally be chopped for use in stalls or free stalls.



AWAM = Amount of water absorbed by mass; AWAV = Amount of water.
AWAVa–12 kg =  Amount of water absorbed by volume of straw, adjusted to account for baling, based on the equivalent of a 12 kg bale.
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Characteristics

	– Often dusty
	– Very absorbent
	– Low insulating properties
	– Dark in colour
	– Reduces fly proliferation

Absorption Excellent; AWAM = 10 g/g

Availability Good in Quebec

Considerations

	– It may liquefy when too saturated with moisture
	– It can be combined with other bedding (e.g., a peat moss base 
layer covered with straw or wood shavings), but manure collection 
can be challenging

	– It may stick to concrete floors
	– It is a good product for the summer

Peat moss is the best bedding material for absorbing moisture. Its thinness as a bedding layer means it does not 
have very good insulating properties, particularly when it has absorbed moisture. It can be used very successfully 
in high temperatures and humidity. Since its pH is acidic, it reduces opportunities for fly proliferation in hot, humid 
weather. 
However, harvesting peat moss has a significant environmental impact, primarily because it destroys important, 
biodiversity-rich ecosystems. 



AWAM = Amount of water absorbed by mass; AWAV = Amount of water.
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Characteristics

– Captures odours
– Adhesion
– Can be mixed with other types of bedding
– Fineness of shredding affects the resulting quality of bedding 
– Good insulation
– Bulky for its weight

Absorption Very good; AWAM = 5.1 g/g

Availability Limited in Quebec

Considerations
– It is very light and volatile
– It can fl oat and form a crust on the surface of liquid manure tanks, 

depending on the manure disposal method

Paper bedding absorbs liquids well. Its low density makes it a good insulator, but it moves around fairly 
easily underneath the animals, thereby reducing the bedding’s thickness and insulating properties. It stays in 
place better when mixed with more fi brous bedding materials; this combination improves the absorbency of 
coarser bedding. 
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Characteristics
	– Comfortable
	– May contain pathogens
	– Needs to undergo a composting or digestion process

Considerations

	– Moisture levels vary based on the processing method (63–67% 
moisture)

	– Good ventilation for buildings is recommended
	– The milking procedure in use must be perfect
	– It is dark in colour
	– Equipment, maintenance, and storage costs need to be 
considered 

	– It significantly reduces bedding inputs

This bedding material is made from fibres in manure that come mainly from the cattle’s diet. There is no need to 
grow any crops specifically for bedding. A composting period is recommended. When spread in thin layers, this 
type of bedding is typically cold. When it is applied in deeper layers, heat may be generated, making the bedding 
significantly warmer. Do not use it with young calves. Costs associated with equipment and composting spaces 
should be taken into account.
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